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A New Look for Heritage  
 

For the first time since our founding in 1988, a change to our unofficial name and logo has been proposed and accepted by the Board 

of Directors. The idea being to modernize and simplify, but still keep true to our roots.  

 

The new logo (shown on the front page) was designed by Heritage member, webmaster and volunteer Steve Smith. ñThe idea was to 

come up with a simpler, more modern look while still maintaining elements of the past as well as defining Port Coquitlamò says 

Steve. Several vastly different concepts were proposed and voted on before settling on this final version. Here are some highlights of 

the design; 

 

Í Simplification of the name from ñPort Coquitlam Heritage and Cultural Societyò (43 characters) to  ñPoCo Heritageò (13 char-

acters). Most people, including ourselves, tend to refer to us this way already. Our official society name remains the same, think of 

PoCo Heritage as our ñbrandò. 

 

Í Re-use of the traditional dark green and maroon red colors found in the original logo, which was derived from the original city 

seal. Weôll still keep the original for official documents and such. 

 

Í The Coquitlam River running through the word PoCo, a significant part of what defines us as a city. The curving green river can 

also be interpreted as Burke Mountain depending on which you prefer. 

The rails (which make up the stylized H) crossing the river and heading towards points unknown, another tie in to our city motto 

ñWhere Rivers Meet Railsò and to our history as the main terminus of the CPR line across Canada. 

 

Look for this new logo to start showing up over the next few months. If you have any comments or feedback please send  

to pocoheritage@portcoquitlam.ca or talk to any of the Board members or Steve directly. Thanks for your feedback. 

 

 

MEMBERSõ CORNER 
by Carol Hubbard 

 

This edition features Eileen Marshall, always a familiar face at our meetings and a lively contributor to discussions about the early 

days in Poco.  She can also be found volunteering her time at the Heritage Display Centre. 

 

Eileen (nee Major) was born in Vancouver in 1928, one of a large family of six girls and three boys.   

 

The Major family moved to Port Coquitlam in 1942, to a home on Coast Meridian Road and an 

overgrown skid road track that is now Lincoln Avenue.  Eileenôs father was unable to work due to 

an injury so the family was poor.  The house they lived in had no running water or electricity but 

the neighbours were very generous and gave them some goats, a horse and a milk cow.  They also 

had chickens and ducks.  There was also a variety of wildlife in the area ï bears, cougars, deer, 

skunks and raccoons. 

 

The children all attended James Park School (which subsequently became Port Coquitlam High 

School).  At the time it had only four classrooms.  The Major children had to walk about a mile to 

school along a gravel road, taking care to avoid logging trucks coming down Coast Meridian Road.  

Entertainment for Eileen and her siblings centred on school events and swimming in the Coquitlam 

river.  Eileen remembers that in the wintertime they hid a lantern in the bush to light their way 

home from school dances. 

 

Eileen left Poco in 1945 and completed her high school education in North Burnaby, and in 1946 her family moved back to Vancou-

ver.  After her marriage in1953, Eileen moved to Coquitlam.  She has a son and a daughter and a granddaughter. 

 

Eileen joined the Heritage Society to reconnect with old friends.  She is pleased that the Society promotes awareness of the begin-

nings of Port Coquitlam and the things that she and her peers remember from the past.  Although Eileen lives in nearby Coquitlam, 

she is very interested in Poco and she believes it was and still is a good place to live. 

 

 

mailto:pocoheritage@portcoquitlam.ca
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Bryan and Brian Go to Burnaby  
by Brian Hubbard  

 

 

This year PCHCS was again invited to participate in the judging of the River to Sea Heritage Fair in Burnaby. Accord-

ingly, on April 28th, The Two Briyans sallied forth in the Blue Machine.  

 

For this fair students do projects on Canadian history and heritage. The Canadian Heritage Fair Program includes pro-

jects from more than 200,000 students across Canada each year. The River to Sea event is just one of 13 regional fairs 

held in BC, and was at the Burnaby Village Museum. It was open to grades 4-10 students from schools in the Burnaby, 

New Westminster and Coquitlam school districts.  

 

Students, singly or in small groups, choose a historical topic and research it. Then they build a presentation using a sheet 

of cardboard, attaching to it various pictures, print-outs and artifacts to illustrate their research and conclusions. Approxi-

mately 15 judges evaluate the projects, and during the evaluation the students give a verbal presentation and respond to 

questions from the judges.  

 

Each student receives a participant's certificate, a T-shirt, and a goodie bag. Winners are invited to show their projects at 

the Provincial Heritage Fair in Barkerville during June and July. In addition there are many nationally, provincially, and 

locally sponsored awards. PCHCS donated two copies of ñPort Coquitlam Where Rails Meet Riversò by Chuck Davis. 

 

Your intrepid representatives from PCHCS had started out early, which was just as well because the freeway was grid-

locked and some students from Coquitlamôs Dr Charles Best and Ecole Des Pionniers did not arrive until much later for 

that reason. It also gave us time to study our judging instructions and familiarize ourselves with the locations of our al-

loted projects. Although Bryan had done this before I had not and therefore had to study the judging criteria carefully. 

Criteria include accuracy, relevance, interest and depth of research. The display should be visually appealing and self 

explanatory. Also, the verbal presentation and responses to questions are evaluated. 

 

We had three projects to judge, all done by high school students. One was to do with BC native art, one compared the 

growth and development of three major industries in BC (mining, fishing and forestry), and one concerned the life and 

work of Frederick Banting, the inventor of insulin.  

 

It was interesting to talk to the students about their projects. Some had a deep personal interest in the subject, for exam-

ple the student who did the Banting project was herself a diabetic. And I learned that Bantingôs assistant was none other 

than Charles Best whose name graces an SD43 school, as does that of Banting himself. 

 

After viewing our allocated projects we then visited all the others, because we had the opportunity to recommend them 

for special awards in other sponsored, categories. For example, best elementary school project, best project related to pre

-confederation history, etc. 

 

Having seen all the projects we retired to the Ice Cream Parlour for lunch and to fill in our forms, which of course we 

could not do in front of the students. Remembering the pros and cons of each project was a challenge, as was choosing 

some for the special category recommendations. 
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Before we left Bryan took pictures to prove to our President that we were indeed doing our job and not just goofing off 

somewhere. The winners were not to be announced until the following day so we did not need to stay after handing in 

our judging sheets. In other words we goofed off. 

 

More information about the River to Sea Heritage Fair can be found on the City of Burnabyôs web site under Arts & 

Heritage, and details of the provincial Heritage Fair Program can be found at www.bcheritagefairs.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Riverview Hospital ð A Legacy of Care & Compassion  
 

This wonderful book which is a tribute to the individuals who contributed to Riverviewôs proud legacy rather than the 

definitive, comprehensive history of Essondale and Riverview, can be purchased by contacting Norma Gillespie @ 604-

942-7378 or at the Admin Building which is just below the Henry Esson Young building. 
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The Douglas Island Tunnel  
by Goosegog 

Introduction  

Geocaching is an outdoor activity in which the participants use a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver or other navigational 

techniques to hide and seek containers called "geocaches" or just "caches". A typical cache is a small waterproof container contain-

ing a logbook and trinkets for exchange. It can be described as a game of high-tech hide and seek, and caches are currently placed in 

over 100 countries and on all seven continents, including Antarctica. There are over 1 million active geocaches around the world. 

 

The Douglas Tunnel Cache 

A geocaching website shows that there is a cache called ñDouglas Tunnelò just off Argue St near Shaughnessy St. Here is the infor-

mation from the website. 

 

 

ñDo not go into tunnel as it subject to flooding! Keep children and pets away from the entrance. 

 

 
 

In 1858 fearing invasion from the United States, Colonel Richard Moody and the Royal Engineers embarked on a secret project that 

has recently been rediscovered. The Royal Engineers began constructing a tunnel under the Fraser River from Port Coquitlam to 

Surrey. The project was half completed before it was cancelled when the threat of invasion was eliminated with the signing of the 

Treaty of Paris. While the tunnel to Surrey was never completed, the first section of the projectða tunnel from Port Coquitlamðat 

the foot of Maryôs Hill was completed to Douglas Island halfway across the Fraser River. So impressive was this tunnel that the 

Chief Engineer, Captain Ignacious Brunel was sent back to London to work on the New London Subway project. This new cache is 

at the Entrance of the Tunnel to Douglas Island, please be careful in approaching the tunnel as the path is very slippery. We do not 

recommend going in to the tunnel. Note tunnel can be very damp.ò 

 

 

Previous cache finders have posted lurid accounts of their efforts to find both the cache and the tunnel, complete with photographs. 

Here are some extracts: 

 

Lived in PoCo my whole life and didn't even know it existed. 

The smell made my stomach turn  

 

There was a screech as something attacked my youngest. He put up a good fight until the snake got him. He bought us time, what a 

brave little guy. 

 

To be honest, we didn't need the oxygen tanks, but like my wife always says, ñbetter safe than hypoxic.ò 
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The rat nest is back but the tests showed only trace amounts of Leptospirosis, so only those with open sores should be concerned. 

After signing the log we sent our oldest daughter in to replace the cache. We will miss her.  

 

I found only the skeleton that everyone says has been there years. Cleared the rat's nest from the cache. 

 

The ceiling was dripping Fraser River ooze all over our heads..  

 

It's all fun and games until someone loses an eye.  

 

Dog's hair stood on end and he was growling at something that we couldn't see. I practically ran out of the tunnel. 

 

So spooked out I nearly fainted when a bit of tree foliage touched my face 

 

Lived in Port Coquitlam my entire life and never knew this tunnel existed.  

 

Who would have thought such a piece of local history could be kept so quiet. 

 

I know about Col Moody and the Saps who were responsible for several important projects in British Columbia's early history. 

North Road and this tunnel were two ways to thwart the Yankees. 

 

I used to go fishing here before the bypass was built. I'd heard about the tunnel before.  

 

My grandfather told stories of the tunnel and of how his father hated the Yankees and even after the Treaty had been signed most 

people wanted the tunnel completed. We thought he was pulling our legs. 

It looks from the angle of the tunnel that it comes up at the Cabin on Douglas Island.  

I found more information on this at the Surrey Archives and the whole period was so interesting with the tense situation with the 

United States.  

 

I can't believe we've walked by here so many times without knowing there was a tunnel.  

As a kid Ms. T  used to play with her friends in "the pits". They discovered this tunnel on one of their adventures but did not know 

where it went or the history. We thought it had been destroyed with all the development over the last 30 years.  

Stayed above ground for this one - the rest of you are crazyò 
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So, the stories about the tunnel piqued interest. Although it seemed unlikely because some of the ñfactsò in the cache ownerôs de-

scription were less than accurate, and it has to be said that some of the comments by finders tended towards flights of rhetoric, cer-

tain intrepid members of the PCHCS could not rest until it had been researched. Plus, itôs not far from the Gillnetter. 

So after checking the tide tables for low tide two PCHCS members in good standing went off in the rain on their bikes. They found 

the location with the GPS and poked about on the river bank finding lots of good Fraser River mud, good, dry hidey-holes under tree 

roots, steel cables, smells, rope etc but no cache. A bunch of large timbers (probably CPR railroad ties oozing toxicity into the river) 

are embedded in the river bank and could be interpreted as blocking off a tunnel entrance. But they are firmly fixed. 

After a while your researchers decided the cache could not be in the river bank but the GPS was spot on, so they kept searching tire-

lessly. There is much slippery mud so care is needed, but eventually they did find the cache just a few metres from the ñtunnel en-

tranceò. And hereôs one of those PCHCS members in good standing entering comments into the log, while the other raps out orders 

from behind the camera about what to write. He looks a little dazed because this is his first attempt at finding a cache and heôs drunk 

with euphoria. 

 
Is there a tunnel? Not as far as the PCHCS could see. Was there ever? Who knows? Was it ever planned? Weôll never know. Were 

we suckered? Us??? Not a chance. 

 
 

Additional local history  

We are informed that there are two inaccessible tunnels at Riverview, both flooded and/or blocked. At one time the LaFarge gravel 

pit on Mary Hill did have concrete tunnels taking screened gravel to the river, but they were either removed, or are now underneath 

the development and road, The ñDouglas Island Tunnelò area is the site of the old barge wharf. A Royal Engineers map of 1863 

shows a few buildings, long gone. These would have been built by very early settlers. The site had a spring, used by them for water, 

and previously used by Indians. 

 

The PCHCS Geocache 

What? Yes! Your Society is in the process of creating a cache and it will soon be complete and registered on Geocaching.com for 

geocachers to find this summer. We intend to introduce a somewhat educational aspect by forcing cache seekers to discover some of 

PoCoôs history before they are able to locate the cache. Stay tuned. 
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More information  

So how many geocaches are there in Port Coquitlam? Lots. And if you were to include adjacent areas such as Minnekhada, Colony 

Farm, and Pitt Meadows there are hundreds. Just about everywhere you go, from remote places in Provincial and National Parks, to 

town and city centres you will find caches. Itôs a great hobby for families, young and old. The only expertise required is the ability to 

read maps and pinpoint geographic locations using latitude and longitudinal coordinates. Many urban caches can be found even with-

out using a GPS. And by the way, if you have one in your car itôs no good for this. You need a handheld device. 

 

For more information about geocaching visit www.geocaching.com, where the Douglas Island cache is identified as GC1A28P.. 

 
 

 

2010 is the 100 th  Anniversary of the Navy in Canada  
 

May 1st, Lawrence and I attended the Battle of the Atlantic Commemorative Dinner and dance in Port Moody, celebrating the 100th 

anniversary of the Navy in Canada. A young women brought many to tears as she relayed her part in the Navy and her tour of duty in 

Afghanistan. Another speaker, Svend Hansen, read from his copies of teletypes he received of orders to the troupes at the conclusion 

to WWII. He participates in the Memory Project where he goes out to schools to discuss military history with students. I was able to 

speak with him afterwards and invite him to speak to us at our November 18th meeting. 

 

 There was also a Battle of the Atlantic Commemorative Parade and Lunch at the Port Moody Legion the following day and I was 

able to video Commander King Wan speaking on the history of the Navy in Canada. The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest battle 

of the Second World War; it started at the beginning of the war in September and concluded when the U-boats surrendered in May 

1945.  The battle is commemorated every year on the first Sunday of May in locations where the Canadian Navy is present.   
There is a website devoted to the Navyôs Centennial celebration which you can peruse at www.canadiannavy100.forces.gc.ca  It lists 

numerous facts about the Navy and has a schedule of commemorative events happening across the country in 2010. 

 

 Of note locally are the Naval ships coming into Port Moody July 2 and Pacific Coast Terminal Open House and Navy Ship Viewing 

July 3. 

 

Sept 4, Pacific National Exhibition (PNE) Canadian Naval Centennial Tattoo  The Naden Band of Maritime Forces Pacific will play 

alongside a mass of Canadian and International navy and marine bands in celebration of 100 years of naval service to Canada. The Seaforth 

Highlanders Regimental band, who are also celebrating their centennial, will also perform. The admission is free to those attending the 

PNE. 

In the Beginning 

 

 May 04, 1910 The Naval Service Bill receives Royal Assent. It creates a Department of the Naval Service under 

the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, who will be the minister of the Naval Service, and au-

thorizes the appointment of a Deputy Minister. Prime Minister Wilfred Laurier has achieved 

his dream of creating a Canadian Navy. 

 

A Naval Reserve Force and a Naval Volunteer Force are authorized, with both forces liable for active service in an 

emergency. A naval college is provided for in order to train prospective officers in all 

branches of naval science, strategy and tactics. The Naval Discipline Act of 1866, and 

Kingôs Regulations and Admiralty Instructions are to apply to the service.  

 

Two old cruisers, HMCS Niobe and HMCS Rainbow are purchased from the British Admiralty to be used as train-

ing ships for the fledgling navy. Rainbow cost $243,000 and Niobe cost $1.075M. They 

came complete with British Naval officers and crews. The Royal Naval College of Canada 

is established in Halifax.  

  
Ten uniformed recruits are photographed on shore in front of the Niobe surrounding a sign reading Canadaôs First Naval 

Recruits Nov 1910. The naval uniforms were the same as the British Navy uniforms except HMCS( His Majestyôs Canadian ship) 

adorned the cap tally.  P.M. Laurierôs naval plans languished when he lost the election the following year and the Conservatives re-

fused to follow through, suspending construction of new ships but still allowing the smaller HMCS Rainbow to continue fishing pa-

trols on the West Coast. This vessel built in 1880 had been retired from active service by the British as outmoded in 1905. 
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In August 1912 the British seamen on loan returned home. With an uncertain future Canadian recruits deserted in large 

numbers.  In Oct 1912 the two cruisers were mothballed, recruiting stopped and remaining seamen were transferred to the British 

Navy. In 1913 the Naval Service became the Fisheries Protection Service although basic naval training was maintained. Constance 

and Rebel were two small minesweepers dating from 1880 that remained in service. They were described in the Government of Can-

adaôs Canadian Military Heritage as useless even for training. Rainbow and Niobe  

 

 were described as Tin Pots with outmoded technology and at the end of their useful service. The Niobe was 466 feet long 69 feet 

wide with a displacement of 11,000 tonnes. It had a draft of 26 feet and required a crew of 677. She could reach top speeds of 15-17 

knots for short periods but her steam reciprocating engine cruised at 10 knots requiring 1 Tonne of coal for every 10 nautical miles 

she steamed. Her bunkers could hold up to 1000 tons of coal. Niobe spent most of her career in port as her crew requirements over-

whelmed the fledgling navy. 

 

When WW1 began in 1914 Canada had less than 350 naval men and Niobe and Rainbow. Niobe did participate in helping 

the British fleet patrol the East Coast until 1915 when she became a depot ship stationed in Halifax as her manpower was needed to 

man a growing fleet of smaller vessels developed to meet the threat of submarines. Rainbow was all BC had to combat the German 

Asiatic Squadron in August 1914 but the German fleet travelled south and a battle never took place. BC purchased its own subma-

rines to patrol its coastline apparently at a cost equal to the total navy annual budget.  

 

My personal connection to the Navy was through my maternal grandfather Bert Drake. He was a member of our new navy 

stationed on the HMCS Niobe (His Majestyôs Canadian Navy) in Halifax. He had been in the British Navy. Lawrence did a drawing 

of this ship for auction at the dinner a print is enclosed.  

 

Bert was stationed in Halifax during the Halifax explosion. My pregnant grandmother and 20 month old aunt were also liv-

ing in Halifax. The explosion was caused by a collision in the harbour of a French munitions ship, Mont Blanc, and the Belgian relief 

vessel, Imo, on Dec 6, 1917. When the Mont Blanc exploded it remained the largest man made explosion known until the atomic 

bomb in Hiroshima. Windows were broken 50 miles away. The shock was felt in Sydney, Cape Britain 270 miles away. The barrel 

of one of the Mont Blanc guns landed 3.5 miles away at Dartmouth. Part of her anchor shank weighing 1140# was found embedded 

in the ground more than 2 miles away. Sixteen hundred people died instantly, while nine thousand were wounded. Approximately 

1200 buildings were destroyed. The tidal waves that followed inflicted further damage, as did the fires that were started as stoves 

overturned in the explosion. The following day the worst blizzard in years struck the city and dumped 16 inches of snow on the ru-

ins! Much of the blindness that resulted was because people were watching the initial fire and smoke in the harbour before the ship 

exploded. Very little glass was left intact in the entire city. Complete devastation encompassed an area of 325 acres.  

Several of Niobeôs crew were killed in the explosion which wrecked her superstructure but she was repaired and continued her role 

as a depot ship until 1920 when she was sold for scrap. The surviving crew, that thankfully included my grandfather, assisted with 

the massive rescue effort. 

 

My pregnant grandmother and 20 month old aunt also lived through the Halifax explosion. My grandmother moved to Van-

couver for the birth of her second daughter since their home had been destroyed in the explosion and there was nowhere to live. They 

later returned for a time to the hastily constructed tenement buildings in Halifax before permanently moving to Vancouver after the 

end of WW1.  

 

   When the Second World War broke out, Canada had just 13 vessels: six destroyers (Saguenay, Skeena, Fraser, Ottawa, 

Restigouche and St-Laurent), four minesweepers (Comox, Fundy, Gaspé and Nootka/Nanoose), and three auxiliaries (Armentières, 

Skidegate and Venture). 

   
Ref: In Peril on the Sea ï The Royal Canadian Navy and the Battle of the Atlantic, Donald E. Graves, Robin Brass Studio, Toronto, 2003, p. 42 and 231.  
 By the end of the Second World War, the Royal Canadian Navy had grown to become one of the largest Allied navies with 434 

commissioned vessels including cruisers, destroyers, frigates, corvettes and auxiliaries. 
Ref: In Peril on the Sea ï The Royal Canadian Navy and the Battle of the Atlantic, Donald E. Graves, Robin Brass Studio, Toronto, 2003, p. 42 and 231. 

 

If you have navy stories in your family please share them with us for future newletter articles. Bryan has put a Naval display together 

in the Heritage Centre so drop in for a look.  

Julie Schmidt 
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Navy Terms from the 2010 Canadian Naval Centennial Calendar 

Adrift: Absent, late 

Ahoy: A seamanôs way of attracting attention 

Avast: An order to stop 

Bin Rat: Slang for Storesman 

Bloggins: The catch-all name 

Bravo Zulu: Phonetic pronunciation of BZ from NATO signals codes. Means Good Job or Well Done. 

Burma Road: Main passageway in a Canadian destroyer. 

Cable: A measure of 183 metres or 200 yards 

Cart: A sailorôs bunk 

Channel Fever: Anxious to get home, or reach Port 

Cinderella Leave: Leave where one must be back aboard by midnight 

Duff: Dessert 

Fast cruise: A training exercise whereby the ship simulates being underway while remaining alongside. 

Fathom: Nautical measure, 6feet or 1.83 metres. 

Flats: The passageways of a ship 

Greenie: A wave that breaks over the ship 

Handsomely: Slowly, carefully 

Heads: Toilets 

Jetty Jumping: Coming back from a trip on one ship and being posted to the next ship leaving port to cover off manning shortages. 

Liberty Boat: The shipôs boat carrying members of the shipôs company permitted to go ashore 

Make and Mend: Half day during working week that was originally set aside to repair and replace. 

Mess Mom: The senior hand of a mess 

Navy Gravy: Ketchup. 

Oscar: The kapok stuffed dummy used for man overboard drills. 

Rack: A sailorôs bunk 

Rack Monster: Someone who logs more hours asleep than awake. 

Rig of the Day: The uniform to be worn for the day or for a specific activity as laid down in routine orders or by announcements to 

the shipôs company. 

Sea Legs: The ability to maintain balance when a ship is rolling. 

Slip: To leave the berth and sail away i.e. ñThe ship slipped at 0800ò 

Tally: The ribbon worn around a sailorôs cap indicating his/her ship. 

Wakey Wakey: The pipe, or announcement, that is made in the morning. 

War Bags: The lifebelt, flash hood holder, and gas maskbag combination that encompasses a sailor  ensemble when they are at action 

stations or undergoing workups. 

Wardroom: Naval officersô mess. 

 

 

Julie Schmidt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HMCS NIOBE 

Lawrence Schmidt 
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MAY DAY PHOTOS 
Royal Party Selection Tea    May Day Parade    Leigh Square Performers 

Southside Heritage Walk    Rec Center May Day Kickoff    Volunteer Recognition Dinner 


